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Dear Member: 


THE MERGING OF THE FUNCTIONS OF CITY PLANNING AND LAND ASSEMBLY FOR CITY RE- 
DEVELOPHENT to close the wide gap between plan making and plan execution, which 
has been su, suggested by the Institute, was given e second by Charles B, Bennett and 
Milton Breivogel of the Los Angeles City Planning Commission before a recent con- 
ference of the California Housing end Planning Association, The statement of 
Messrs. Bennett and Breivogel in this discussion of various proposals for urban 
redevelopment recommended a single commission in which planning and land assembly 
would be done through subsidiary bureeus, or through a city real estate department, 
established within the city plenning commission, to perform the functions of the 
land assembly agency. "Adoption of elther of these two alternate proposals," seid 
these plenners, "makes the plen commission an action agency--places it in the posi- 
tion of actually executing some of the plans it prepares." 


{ORE EFFECTIVE CONTROL OVER SUBDIVISION to reduce excessive tax delinquency 
on the rural-urban fringe has been proposed by Alvin T. M. Lee, Agricultural Econ- 
omist of the United States Department of Agriculture. In an analysis of tax delin- 
quency in this type of area, Mr. Lee finds the prematurely subdivided lot a besic 
evil, exerting its influence outward upon surrounding rural property, as well as 
inward upon the city itself. Other remedies which Mr. Lee feels must go hand in 
hand with extended subdivision control are: precautions against loading an exces- 
sive proportion of the total tax burden on renal property; assessment of properties 
on the basis of "type of use;" and a definite land policy for the disposal of tax - 
forfeited lands now held by the municipalities. 


NEW BUILDING SITES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA MUST CONTAIN OFF-STREET PARKING 
SPACE under an amendment to the zoning regulations which will become effective on 
September 8, 1942, Buildings erected for single femily dwellings must have adja- 
cent off-street parking space of not less than 150 square feet. Apartment houses 
must have on the building lot, or adjacent to the building lot, one parking space 
for eech two to five dwelling units in the building, depending upon the zoning area 
district in which the building is located, Buildings used for hotels, rooming or 
boarding houses, lodges, fraternities, or private clubs must have adjacent off- 
street parking space to accommodate one vehicle for each ten guest rooms. The amend- 
ment specifically provides that the required parking space shell not occupy any part 
of side yards and courts, or more than 30 per cent of the rear yards required by 
zoning area regulations. 


HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 291 TO ESTABLISH A NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR POST-WAR 
RECONSTRUCTION, described in previous news bulletins, has been formally approved in 
en interfaith statement signed by nearly 500 prominent Protestant, Catholic, and 
Jewish clergymen, The statement, released by Rev. James Myers, Industrial Secretary, 
The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, New York; Rt. Rev. Msgr. John 
A. Ryan, Director, Department of Social Action, National Catholic Welfare Conference, 
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Washington; and Rabbi Ferdinand M. Isserman, Chairman, Commission on Justice and 
Peace, Central Conference of American Rabbis, St. Louis, urged adoption of the rm, 
Voorhis resolution as an essential preliminary to the prevention of widespread o 
vnemployment and disillusion in the post-war period. 


THE SYSTEMATIC ELIMINATION OF NON-CONFORMING USES is the purpose of a compre- 
hensive zo zoning amendment now boing considered by the City Council of Chicago. The 
proposed measure would require all billboards end non-conforming signs in fanily 
residence, duplex residence, epartment house, anc group house districts to be 
removed within one year after the effective date of the amendment. It would also 
require all non-conforming specialty shop, business, commercial, manufacturing, 
and industrial uses in family residence, Guplex residence, apartment house, and 
group house districts to be discontinued within two years after the effective date 
of the anendment, unless such non-conforming uses are then maintained in a building 
designed for such non-conforming use which is not older than fifty years, or in a 
building designed for such non-conforming use which has been reconstructed in major 
part or enlarged within fifty years; in which event, the non-conforming use of the 
building would be discontinued whon fifty yoars have élapsed from the time it was 
erected, reconstructed in part, or enlarged. 
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A MASTER PLAN FOR POST-WAR LONDON has been prepared by the Modern Architec- 
tural Research | Group for a compiciely new pattern thet would not repeat the City's 
history of rising anew substantially on its old fowndations after its last great 
destruction in the fire of 1666, The present master plen would substitute for the 
old network of amall streets and the City's inner suburban arrangement a series of 
parallel units, each approximately half a mile wide and fifteen miles long, self- 
contained with industries and residential sections grouped, and extending in a 
north end south direction from the Thames, The parallel units end half-mile wide 
intervening spaces would be traversed by traffic arteries, with industrial, con- 
mercial, and civic activities grouped near main arteries, and dwellings located 
along secondary arteries. A basic purpose of the plan is to decrease the popula- 
tion density of vhe area within a fifteen mile radius of the center of London in 
which 900,000 houses were built within the twenty years preceding the war, 





a possible site for a great central airvort to serve as a terminal for airlines to 
nearby European capitals and as feeders to larger outlying air terminals for world- 
wide air transportation service to be maintained aftor the war. The engineers feel 
that a sufficient area is available if a safe spproech for aircraft can be assured 
by proper building restrictions in the areas immediately surrounding the proposed 
central airport. 


Government surveyors are examining air raid ruins in the center of London as » 


PLANNING FOR POST-WAR URBAN BEDE LOE IN? is taking shape under three major 
proposals which have basic similarities. ‘The three plans are summarized in the 
chart on the following paze to illustrate parellels and divergencies, The infor~ 
mation has been drawn from the two Institute brochures, A Proposal for Rebuilding 
Blichted City Areas and an Outline for a Lezislative Program to Rebuild Our “Cities: 
Urban Redevelovnent and Eousin=, by Guy Greer, Senior Economist, and Alvin B, Han- 
sen, Special Economic Adviser, Board of Governors, Federal Reserve System, published 
by the National Planning Association; A Handbook on Urban Redevelooment for Cities 
In the United States, issued by the Federal Housing Administration; and from dis- = 
cussions with proponents of the plans concerning matters not specifically outlined _ 
in the printed documents, 
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CURRERT PROPOSALS FOR 


POST-WAR REDEVELOPMENT oF BLIGHTED AREAS 





URBAN LAND INSTITUTE 
PLAN 


F.H.A, HANDBOOK 
PLAY 



































By a "local lsnd commission" 
operating under a federal 
charter, with state sanc 
tion, having power of eni~ 
nent domain, with authority 
to yreconvey properties for 
private redevelopment, 


By "the local government® 
under state authority to 
assemble lend for private 
redeveloprent through the 
power of eminent domain 
when necessary, (An wn 
specified type of local 
agency is contemplated.) 


By a "city realty corpora- 
tion," a corporate arm of 
the city, authorized by 
stato law to acquire land 
for lease to approved prie 
vate redevelopment corpo- 
rations, 


The urbanized area, 


Funds derived fron sale of 
properties taken for tax 
delinquency, and funds 
borrowed by the city real- 
ty corporation (against 
creditofpropermty-eequise 
ed,-—aad—not._. against gen- 
eral credit of the city). * 










LAND 
ACQUISITION 
















JURISDICTION oF 
LAND ASSEMBLY AGENCY 


The metropolitan area as do 
fined by the U. S, Bureau of 
the Ceusus, 


The motropolitan area, 





















Federal loan to the local 
land commission, 


Federal advances 
city. 


to the 








FUNDS FOR LAND 
PURCHASE 










A "Federal urban land com 
mission" established within 
the National Housing Agéncy. 


National Resources Plenning 
Board and National Housing 
Agency in planning matters; 
"apvropriste Federal agency* 
in financisl essisteance, 


Various agencies of the 
Federal government, 










COOPERATING FEDERAL 
AGENCY 























RECONVEYANCE OF LAND 
FOR PRIVATE REDEVEL~ 
OPMENT 


By sale or lease to private 
builders or redevelopment 
companies, 


Py leasing to private en- 
terprise,. : 









By lease to redevelopment 
corporations, 

















PLANNING FOR REDEVEL-~ 
OPMENT: 


Redevelopment in accordance 
with ae master plan. 


Redevelopment in accordence 
with a master plen, 


Redevelopment in accord- 
ance with a waster plan 





















Llocel funds supplemented by 
grents from the Federal ur~ 
ban land commission. 


Advances and technical aid 
for planning when necessary 


Local funds. 





Funds for Plenning 


Metropolitan area as defined 
by the U. S. Bureau of the 
Census. 


Metropoliten area as deter- 
mined for each city. 


Metropoliten ares, 













Area to be Planned 


¢ 


Within corporete bounda~ 
ries of city. 












Administration of 
Plan 


Over netropolitan area. Over metropolitan area. 

















Planning Agency 





Locel lend conmission. Metropoliten planning com 


mission. 


City planning commission. 























Land sold, and leasehold 
value of land leased, by the 
local land commission, and 
all inprovements to be taxed 
at the prevailing city tax 
rate; assessed values of 
land sold end leased by the 


Improvements to be taxed; 
sround rents for land would 
include payments to the 
city eauivalent to taxes. 


The City Realty Corpore- 
tion would "pay taxes on 
property that produces 
revenue." 




















TAXATION OF REDEVEL- 
OPED PROPERTIES 





reconstituted use 


*The reelty corporation could elso act on behalf of the city "in mslting fiduciary and other contracts with 
egencies of the state end Feceral government, relating to the acouisition and financing of sites duly 
selected for rehabilitetion.® 


Each of the three plans contemplates that: 


The local land assembly agency will accuire land for public purposes, as well eas for urivate redevelop- 
ment. 


In reconveying land for private recevelonment the local agency will have authority to disregard acqui- 
sition value when the establishment of a lower velue is necessary to put the land to its most benefi- 
ciel and eppropriate use. 


Redevelopment will be governed by adeousate safeguards and controls exercised by both Federal and local 
authorities, 
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"PROPOSALS FOR DOWNTOWN LOUISVILLE? a report on the survoy which has been 
progressing under the direction of A. J. Stewart for more than a year, is next on 
the list of Urban Land Institute reports to be published for its members. A sixty- omy 
page planographed volume will present Mr. Stewart's findings and fourteen specific } 
recommendations to the community. It is scheduled for publication this month, 





FULL EMPLOYMENT IN PEACETIME PRODUCTION BY 1945 WILL RESULT IN A DEMAND FOR 
FOUR MILLION ADDITIONAL DWELLING UNITS according to an estimate made by S. Morris 
Livingston, Chief, Construction Staff of the United States Department of Commerce, 

in a recent talk before the Producers Council, Mr. Livingston calculates that in 

order to balance the decline in armament expenditures at ‘the end of the war we will 

need five billion dollars per year of residential building, five billions per year 

of other private construction, and an annual three billion dollars of public con- 
struction. Such a program of private construction is considered as "modest" when 
compared to past peaks of construction volume, and Mr. Livingston suggests that 

three billions per year could be expended on public construction without resorting 

to a make-work program; that it could be a type of public construction to encourage, 
rather than stifle, private enterprise, Highway construction of the twenties is 

cited as an example of public construction which did not compete with private en- 
terprise and did stimulate the growth of the automobile industry. Future highway 
construction to satisfy the pressing need for better transportation into and around 

the cities could serve as an encouragement to private enterprise to rebuild cities, b 
he said. 


CONVERSION OF ARMAMENT PLANTS TO PEACE PRODUCTION AND DISPOSITION OF TEMPO- 
RARY WAR PLANT FACILITIGS IN THS POST-WAR ERA are subjects to be given careful 
study by the Post~War Industrial Plant Coz imigsion recently establishsd by the 
Society of Industriel Realtors, The new commission, to be headed by Charles J. 
Mitchell of Philadelphia, will also give its attention to present problems of in- 
dustrial location as they relate to post-war urban replanning. The program will 
be launched at a Washington meeting of the committee, to be held late in the sun- 
mer, Committee members appointed by SIR President Walter S. Schmidt to assist 
Mr. Mitchell are: E, M. Boerke of Milwaukee, Roy Seeley of Los Angeles, Bethel T 
Hunt of Memphis, and Henry W. Merrill - Boston, 


THE RATIONING OF AUTOMOBILES, TIRES, AND GASOLINE IS EXPANDING MUNICIPAL OWN- 
ERSHIP OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION. Although the cities of Detroit, Seattle, and San 
Francisco have long had publicly owned trensportation systems, this activity has 
not been popular among American cities. Recent data indicates that there are p 
twenty-two publicly owned motor bus or trolley bus systems and ten publicly owned 
street railway systems. Eighteen of the bus lines and three of the street railway 
lines are in cities of less than 100,000 population, Recently, however, the cities 
of Whittier and Ventura, California, have established bus systems, and Seattle, San 
Francisco, Santa Monica, Torrance, and Montebello (Cal.) are expanding their exist- 
ing municipal motor coach lines, Many transportation extensions needed to get 
defense workers to their jobs must be operated at a loss. Municipal operation of 
feeder lines may meet the problem in some cases, Another possible solution that ia 
being considered at present is a Federal subsidy to absorbd the differexuce between 
the ectual cost of transportation service and the amount that workers can afford 
to pay in fares. 


Sincerely yours, 


7 
CbLT bf 
Director ae 
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